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Florence, 6 December 2018
Christmas Concert and presentation of the CD "From Florence to Europe" 
Florence, Sala Bianca of Palazzo Pitti
14 December, 16:00
A few weeks from the Festival "From Florence to Europe" that animated the Sala Bianca of Palazzo Pitti with a lively showcase of concerts performed by the best young Italian talents, the excitement of great classical music returns among the stuccos and crystals of one of the most famous rooms and palaces of the Italian cultural heritage.
This double event brings the magic of Christmas to the Sala Bianca with a concert resulting from a collaboration between the Enzo Hruby Foundation of Milan, which for ten years has supported the protection of Italian cultural heritage against theft and vandalism, the Musica con le Ali Association and the Uffizi Galleries. 
The protagonists of the Christmas Concert will be Giulia Attili, a young cellist of great value supported by the Musica con le Ali Association, and the Lyskamm Quartet, which since its foundation in 2008 at the Milan Conservatory has quickly achieved fame thanks to the talents of its musicians: Cecilia Ziano (violin), Clara Franziska Schötensack (violin), Francesca Piccioni (viola) and Giorgio Casati (cello). The programme features the String Quartet in D minor K. 421 by Mozart and the Quintet for strings in C major Op. 163 D. 956 by Schubert. 
The Christmas Concert will host the presentation of the CD "From Florence to Europe", containing excerpts from the concerts held last November at Palazzo Pitti, with pieces by Tchaikovsky, Brahms, Schumann and Janacek performed by the young talents of Musica con le Ali who performed during the Festival: Lucilla Rose Mariotti (violin), Martina Consonni (piano), Emma Pestugia (piano), Giulia Attili (cello), Werther Quartet, Erica Piccotti (cello) and Lavinia Bertulli (piano). They are joined by well-known pianists Roberto Arosio and Filippo Gamba, and the Bologna Senzaspine Orchestra conducted by Fabio Conocchiella. 
The work is also embellished by a piece recorded for the occasion in the Sala Bianca by the famous cellist Giovanni Sollima, who joined the initiative by offering one of his most evocative pieces: the Concerto Rotondo.
The CD will be on sale exclusively in the bookshops of the Uffizi Galleries and other museums in Florence.
This initiative was made possible by BartokStudio, Raffaele Cacciola - Producer and Art Director for Giovanni Sollima - with the direction of Christian Frattima and the collaboration of Alberto Chines.
"After the great success of the Festival "From Florence to Europe" – says Eike Schmidt, Director of the Uffizi Galleries – I am pleased to announce this exciting concert, which adds the magic touch of Christmas to the perfect combination of art and music that distinguishes the Festival. With this concert and with this CD I would like to wish Happy Holidays to all the many visitors of Palazzo Pitti".
"The meeting between the most extraordinary works of our cultural heritage and great music – declares Carlo Hruby, Vice President of the Enzo Hruby Foundation and President of the Musica con le Ali Association – represents a winning combination that brings both arts to life with intensity. It does so thanks to the talent of the young artists who perform in this wonderful hall and who contribute to promoting our cultural heritage and the value of classical music. We are very pleased to transmit this testament to the visitors of Palazzo Pitti and to share with them the joy of the most beautiful event of the year with this concert and this CD. 
Visitors can attend the Christmas Concert and the CD presentation with their regular admission ticket to Palazzo Pitti, subject to availability.
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